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Introduction
The reasons for European exploration resulted in their colonization. The first reason for their exploration was the need to enhance their economy by, for example, getting more gold, spices, and trading routes. The second reason for their exploration was the need to spread religion and the third reason was to explore for personal interests such as making new discoveries and acquiring fame. The effects of exploration and colonization included the enslavement of Native Americans, the spread of Christianity/religion, the Europeans explored new materials such as gold, jewels, silver, new foods, and tobacco seeds (Bertocchi & Canova, 2002).
1. What role did the Reformation and Counter-Reformation play?
Reformation and Counter-Reformation identify the changes that occurred in Roman Catholic Church in the 1400s and 1500s. Reformation refers to the late Middle Ages reforms that continued during the whole period of the Renaissance. Counter-Reformation refers to the steps that were taken by the Catholic Church against the rise of Protestantism (Hunt, 2005).
Reformation played a major role in the establishment of the protestant movement. The Protestants differed with the doctrines of the Roman Catholic and divided to create various churches. This Reformation contributed to international wars, internal religious oppression, and the formation of the Catholic Counter-Reformation. Reformation played a role in Martin Luther starting his own kind of Christianity, Lutheranism who influenced others, for example, John Calvin to start their churches. Reformation also led to changes in the political perspective and eventually to wars. Reformation led to the formation of Counter-Reformation by the Catholics to correct some of the issues identified by Luther.
Counter-Reformation played a role in solidifying doctrines that were being opposed by the Protestants such as the power of the pope and saints. It also played a role in eliminating some of the problems and abuses that had inspired Reformation including the selling of indulgences for the forgiveness of sin. The role of Counter-Reformation was to emphasize their beliefs and religious matters that were opposed by the Protestants including the Virgin Mary, St. Peter, and the Eucharist. Counter-Reformation led to the formation of the Index Librorum Prohibition to counter the spreading of the writings done by the Protestant Reformation. Counter-Reformation led to the start of education since knowledgeable priests were required. This led to the multiplication of seminaries for the preparation of the clergy to serve the church.
Counter-Reformation contributed to ongoing missionary efforts in the countries colonized by the Roman Catholic countries including Portugal and Spain. This led to baptisms and conversions. Counter-Reformation had a great role in the reconstruction of the domination of Roman Catholics in Hussite Bohemia and in Poland. It also contributed to the reformation of religious life, and the establishment of spiritual movements. It also contributed a role in the expulsion of numerous Protestants. Counter-Reformation contributed to the building of the church in Asia and South America through Jesuits’ missionary work. The main role played by the Counter-Reformation was the reformation of the Catholic Church.
2. How did exploration, colonization, and the Reformation change world history?
Exploration
Exploration contributed to exchanges in technology, ideas, plants, and the exchange of animals throughout the world. Other changes included competition for overseas colonies, in both America and Asia. There was also the origin of modern capitalism. The exchange of ideas and goods began after voyages from Columbus to America. Europeans exported goods such as pineapples, corns, and potatoes and imported domestic animals including horses. New diseases such as smallpox and measles were also exchanged between different states.
Another change that occurred was the change in international trade. The triangular trade between America, Europe, and Africa exchanged slaves and other goods. The slaves worked in West Indies for goods that were exported to Europe. The Columbian Exchange contributed to the changes in international trade patterns whereby silver came from America to Europe and to China. There was also the spread of culture whereby cultural ideas were exchanged between continents. There was the spread of Christianity especially by Spain and Portugal which led to the conversion of natives. The converted Christians combined their acquired religion with traditional beliefs. The Europeans also combined the cultural beliefs they imported from other countries.
There was also the rivalry for colonies by European countries including Spain and Portugal. This is because they wanted to get raw materials, silver, gold, and ready markets. Another change changed in the economy of Europe due to the profits made from trade and their wealth. The economy also changed due to the provision of silver, raw materials, gold, and ready markets by their colonies.
Colonization
European exploration moved into colonization which brought changes in the aspects of land, the people, trade, and personal property (Scott, 1995). There were changes in the colonized countries in that they were not free and were used as slaves to work for the benefit of others. This led to the rise of the slave trade whereby slaves were exchanged for food, alcohol, textiles, and tobacco. Colonization led to environmental changes in America. For example, beaver overhunting in the Northeast developed as a result of the European beaver-trimmed hats. Pigs were introduced in Europe and were allowed to live in the forest with other wild animals.
The European colonization also led to the introduction of new diseases such as smallpox which led to deaths. It also resulted in the cultivation of plants in the Atlantic, for example, the Caribbean got sugar from Columbus. The main change that occurred as a result of colonization is that countries have experienced international and domestic challenges to conquer the powerful associations with their colonizers.
Reformation
The first change brought in the world by Reformation is the belief of the “Only Scripture” whereby the Bible was believed to be the only perfect guide to issues of practice and faith. It led to the acknowledgment of the power of the Bible over anything else including traditions. Another change of Reformation is the belief of justification by faith alone. The world became aware that justification is not by works but rather by God’s grace and faith in Christ.
Reformation also led to the world believing that there is an image of God in every person. The whole world has believed that every person was made in the image of God including the Pope, cardinals, the king, or bishops and therefore each should be treated with dignity and respect. This helped in ending human slavery in the Western world and improvements in civil and human rights.
Reformation played a role in changing the world to understand that priesthood is for all believers. The world changed the perception that priesthood was exclusive to church-ordained priests. It also led to the emergency of the vocation doctrine whereby any work that is moral, legal, and ethical is legitimate and good before God’s eyes.
Education was another change brought to the world by Reformation. The urge of spreading the Gospel increased the need for literacy in Europe and beyond. The first public school was established as a result. The translation of the Bible was another change by Reformation. People have been able to access the Bible in their local languages.
The rise of modern science is a change that is a result of the Reformation. The worldview of the Bible resulted in the notion of modern science. Christianity has influenced modern science by controlling scientific methodologies and by the application of Christian teachings to scientific methodology. Reformation changed the world to put God over the government. The world was made to understand that rights are from God but not the government and that the government was begun by God to provide for the needs of its people. Reformation also led to the separation of state and the church. The reformers made the state and the church separate and that the church was to hold the state responsible for their actions (Parker, 2014). All these changes affected the world and are being felt in the current world.
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